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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 304532 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJECT: MBFR: WESTERN PRESS STATEMENT 

REF: MBFR VIENNA 620 

FOR JONATHAN DEAN FROM LEON SLOSS 

PROPOSED PRESS STATEMENT RECEIVED HERE TOO LATE FOR 
INTERAGENCY COMMENT. HOWEVER, IT IS MY PERSONAL VIEW THAT 
WE SHOULD AVOID CHARACTERIZING WESTERN VIEW OF FUTURE 
PROSPECTS AS "WE ARE PESSIMISTIC." (PARA. 18). NOT ONLY 
IS THIS UNDULY NEGATIVE, BUT MAY POSE UNNECESSARY 
PROBLEMS FOR NEW ADMINISTRATION AND COULD PREJUDICE SOVIET 
RESPONSE TO OUR NEW DATA. KISSINGER 
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